T&E COMMITTEE #3
March 12, 2020

Briefing

MEMORANDUM

March 9, 2020

TO: Transportation and Environment (T&E) Committee
FROM: %ZKeith Levchenko, Senior Legislative Analyst
SUBJECT:  Briefing: County’s Climate Change Planning Efforts!

PURPOSE: To receive an update from Executive Branch staff and Climate Planning Workgroup
members on the County’s development of its Climate Change Action and Resilience Plan

Agenda

¢ Background/creation and status of workgroups — Adriana Hochberg, Assistant Chief
Administrative Officer (and Director of County Climate Policy)
¢ Summary of Workgroup Recommendations — Workgroup representatives
o Clean Energy: David Blockstein
Buildings: Michal Freedman
Transportation: Irene Lane
Adaptation: Karen Metchis
Sequestration: Sylvia Tognetti
. Public Engagement: Daphne Pee (needs to go last b/c unable to arrive before 2:30)
* Next Steps — Adriana Hochberg
o Consultant Phase
o Continued Public Engagement
o Short-term Actions
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Attachments
¢ Climate Planning Overview (from the Department of Environmental Protection Climate Action

Planning Webpage?) (©1-9)

' Key words: #Climate Change, Global Warming, Greenhouse Gas Reductions
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https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/green/climate/climate-action-planning.html

On March 12, the T&E Committee will receive an update from Adriana Hochberg, the County’s
Director of County Climate Policy on the County’s development of a Climate Change Action and
Resilience Plan. Ms. Hochberg will also describe the next steps of the process including: the consultant’s
work, continued public engagement, and short-term actions already underway.

The Committee will also hear from representatives from each of the climate planning workgroups
who will provide summaries of their workgroup’s recommendations.

Council Resolution: “Emergency Climate Mobilization”

The County has been active for many years in studying the County’s greenhouse gas emissions,
developing goals and strategies, and implementing numerous initiatives. However, the current effort
stems from the December 2017, Council approval of Council Resolution 18-974, “Emergency Climate
Mobilization.” This resolution supported an accelerated goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 80
percent by 2027 and 100 percent by 2035, as well as to initiate “large scale efforts to remove excess carbon

from the atmosphere.”

This resolution led to the transmittal to the Council in June of 2018 of a Climate Mobilization
Workgroup Report by Executive Branch staff. This report noted the “massive cultural shift” and “dramatic
changes” required to meet the greenhouse gas reduction goal.

Climate Change Action and Resilience Plan

In order to move the County toward the County’s aggressive greenhouse gas reduction goals, a
climate change planning process was initiated in the Summer of 2019 overseen by Ms. Hochberg. This
process included the creation of five workgroups looking at different aspects of the issue:

Clean Energy

Buildings

Transportation

Adaptation and Sequestration
Public Engagement

The Department of Environmental Protection provided staff support and meeting facilitation for
the workgroups. Other County departments such as: The Department of General Services, Department
of Transportation, and the Office of Emergency Management and Homeland Security provided staff
support as well.

These workgroups were tasked with developing recommendations to be further evaluated and
prioritized by a consultant with the goal of creating a Climate Change Action and Resilience Plan by the
end of 2020. The workgroup recommendations were recently rolled out at a Town Hall meeting on
February 27. A summary document is attached on ©1-9. The full set of recommendations is available on
the County website at:
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/green/climate/climate-workgroup-recommendations.html

Attachments
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