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SUBJECT 

Amendments to the Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan:  Water and Sewer 
Category Change Requests 

 

DESCRIPTION/ISSUE   

• On April 16, 2020, the County Council received a package of three Water and Sewer Category Change 
requests from the County Executive.  A public hearing was held on June 9, 2020.  The requests and 
the County Executive’s recommendations are summarized below.  The Planning Board and Council 
Staff concurred with the Executive’s recommendations.  The T&E Committee met on June 15 and 
concurred with the County Executive’s recommendations as well. 

 

 
 
This report contains:          

Draft Resolution and Attachments      ©A-H 
June 15, 2020 Council Staff Report to the T&E Committee      

• Memorandum        Pages 1-5 

• Attachments        Pages 1-53 
June 17, 2020 Planning Board Letter to Council     Pages 1-2 
 

Alternative format requests for people with disabilities.  If you need assistance accessing this report 
you may submit alternative format requests to the ADA Compliance Manager. The ADA 
Compliance Manager can also be reached at 240-777-6197 (TTY 240-777-6196) or at 
adacompliance@montgomerycountymd.gov 

County Planning Council T&E

# Applicant Request Executive Board Staff Committee

1
Rubens Josefino, 19-

CLO-02A

Requesting public sewer (S-6 to S-1) 

to serve the existing single family 

home.

Defer action pending further review by 

the applicant of on-site and off-site 

sewer hookup alignments and possible 

changes to the existing conservation 

easement.

Concur with 

CE

Concur with 

CE

Concur with 

CE

2

Buddy O'Keefe 

Family Trust 19-CLO-

03A (Mar Thoma 

Church of Greater 

Washington)

Requesting public water (W-5 to W-

1) and public sewer (S-6 to S-1) to 

construct a new Private Institutional 

Facility (PIF) (Place of Worship).

Conditionally Approve W-1 and S-1 

limited to a PIF use, pending Planning 

Board approval of a preliminary plan 

which substantially conforms to the 

concept plan accepted by the Council

Concur with 

CE

Concur with 

CE

Concur with 

CE

3

Benjamin Gompf & 

Renee Shumer 19-

TRV-10A

Requesting public sewer (S-6 to S-1) 

for the existing single family home 

and to expand the current child care 

use

Deny S-1. (Maintain S-6) since no 

Water and Sewer Plan policies support 

a sewer extension in this case

Concur with 

CE

Concur with 

CE

Concur with 

CE

Category Change Requests

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.montgomerycountymd.gov%2Fmcgportalapps%2FAccessibilityForm.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Csandra.marin%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C79d44e803a8846df027008d6ad4e4d1b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C0%7C636886950086244453&sdata=AT2lwLz22SWBJ8c92gXfspY8lQVeGCrUbqSPzpYheB0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:adacompliance@montgomerycountymd.gov
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Resolution No.:  

Introduced:  

Adopted:  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL 

FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

By:  County Council 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SUBJECT:  Amendments to the Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan 

 

 

Background 

 

1. Section 9-501 et seq. of the Environmental Article of the Maryland Code requires the 

governing body of each County to adopt and submit to the State Department of the 

Environment a comprehensive County Plan, and from time to time amend or revise that 

Plan for the provision of adequate water supply systems and sewerage systems 

throughout the County. 

 

2. Section 9-507 of the Environmental Article of the Maryland Code provides that the 

Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) has 60 days to review a county 

governing body’s action to amend the County's Water and Sewer Plan.  Upon notice to 

the County, MDE may extend that review period for another 45 days, if necessary.  At 

the conclusion of this review, MDE must either approve or reject the Council's action on 

each of these amendments, or the action is confirmed by default.  Any action approved or 

taken by this resolution is not final until that action is approved by MDE or the period for 

final MDE action has expired. 

 

3. In accordance with the State law on December 30, 1969, by Resolution No. 6-2563, the 

County Council adopted a Comprehensive Ten-Year Water Supply and Sewerage 

Systems Plan which was approved by the State Department of the Environment. 

 

4. The County Council has from time to time amended the Plan. 

 

5. On April 16, 2020, the County Council received recommendations from the County 

Executive regarding three Water and Sewer Plan amendments. 

 

6. Recommendations on these amendments were solicited from the Maryland-National 

Capital Park and Planning Commission, Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 

Staff, and affected municipalities. 

 



Page 2 Resolution No.:   

 

 

B 

7. A public hearing was held on June 9, 2020 

 

8. The County Council’s Transportation and Environment Committee held a worksession on 

these amendments on June 15, 2020. 

 

 

Action 

 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following actions 

on amendments to the Ten-Year Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan as 

shown in the attachments to this resolution. 

 

 

This is a correct copy of Council action. 

 

 

______________________________ 

Selena Mendy Singleton, Esq. 

Clerk of the Council 

 



County Council Resolution No. 19-______ (July 7, 2020) – Attachment A: Pg. 1/3 
 

Montgomery County Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan 
April 2020 Amendment Transmittal: Water/Sewer Category Map Amendments 

 

• Applicants receiving a denial under this resolution may not apply again until July 7, 2021, unless specifically allowed by DEP. 

• See Attachment B for mapping of approved, conditionally approved, and deferred category change amendments. 

Montgomery County uses water and sewer service area categories, in part, to identify those properties that should use public 
water and/or sewer service versus those that should use onsite systems, usually wells and/or septic systems.  Category 1 
identifies properties approved for public service and that have access to public system mains.  Category 3 identifies 
properties approved for public service but need new main extensions in order to receive public service.  Categories 4 and 5 
identify properties that currently should use on-site systems but are proposed for public service in the future.  Category 6 
identifies properties that should use on-site systems, where public service is not planned for at least the next ten years.  (See 
page 3 for additional information.) 

Property owners file category change map amendment requests seeking to change the service areas for their property from 
one category to another, often based on anticipated development plans.  The following charts present the County Council’s 
actions on water/sewer category map amendment requests filed with DEP and transmitted by the County Executive to the 
Council for consideration on April 16, 2020. 
 

 
 

C 
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Montgomery County Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan 
April 2020 Amendment Transmittal: Water/Sewer Category Map Amendments 

 

• Applicants receiving a denial under this resolution may not apply again until July 7, 2021, unless specifically allowed by DEP. 

• See Attachment B for mapping of approved, conditionally approved, and deferred category change amendments. 

Request [1] WSCCR 19-CLO-02A: Rubens Josefino 

Property Information and Location 
Property Development 

Applicant’s Request: 
County Council Action 

• 340 Ednor Rd., Silver Spring 

• Parcel P900, Heart of Md Etc (acct. no. 01634484) 

• Map tile: WSSC – 223NW01; MD –JT41 

• North side of Ednor Rd., 670 ft north of Ednor Rd, and 
200 ft south of the intersection with Harbour Town Dr.  

• RE-2 Zone; 2.0 acres (87,120 sq. ft.) 

• Cloverly Planning Area 
Sandy Spring Ashton Master Plan (1998) 

• Northwest Branch Watershed (MDE Use IV) 

• Existing use: Single Family Home 

• Proposed use: Single Family Home (no change) 

Existing – Requested – Service Area Categories 

W-6 W-6 (no change) 

S-6 S-1  
 
T&E Committee Recommendation 

Defer action on the request for sewer category S-3 to 
allow the applicant time to work out an alignment for the 
sewer hookup from WSSC’s service connection to the 
existing house.  Approval for category S-1 can be 
considered under the Water and Sewer Plan’s “abutting 
mains” policy.  However, it appears that a change to the 
existing conservation easement is needed to allow for the 
service hookup for the to the house.  

(Note that deferral actions are intended to be resolved within 
approximately one year.) 

 

Request [2]  WSCCR 19-CLO-03A: Buddy O’Keefe Family Trust 
 Planned PIF User: Mar Thoma Church of Greater Washington 

Property Information and Location 
Property Development 

Applicant’s Request: 
County Council Action 

• 15400 New Hampshire Ave., Silver Spring 

• Parcels P032 and P053, Snowdens Manor Enl (acct. 
nos. 00272883 and 00272872) 

• Map tile: WSSC – 220NE01; MD –JS51 

• West side of New Hampshire Ave., at the intersection 
with Briggs Chaney Rd.  

• RE-2 Zone; 10.93 acres (total) 

• Cloverly Planning Area 
Cloverly Master Plan (1997) 

• Northwest Branch Watershed (MDE Use IV) and Paint 
Branch Watershed (MDE Use III) 

• Existing use: Single Family Home 

• Proposed use: Place of Worship - Concept Plan No. 
520190160 & Preliminary Plan No. 120200080: Mar 
Thoma Church of Greater Washington 

Existing – Requested – Service Area Categories 

W-5 W-1 

S-6 S-1  
 
T&E Committee Recommendation  

County Executive’s Recommendation: Maintain W-5 and S-6, 
with final approval for W-1 and S-1 conditioned on the 
Planning Board’s approval of a preliminary plan that 
substantially conforms to the concept plan (520190160) 
considered by the Development Review Committee on 
June 25, 2019.  S-1 final approval will be restricted to a 
PIF use only. 

(Note that this conditional category change approval will 
expire five (5) years from the date of this action.  Applicants 
may request a five (5)-year extension upon notification to DEP 
before the initial five-year expiration date.  If this conditional 
action expires, DEP will grant administrative approval for W-1 
and S-1, as a single sewer hookup by a utility service error, for 
the existing house on Parcel P053.  This administrative 
approval will not also apply to Parcel P032, which will retain 
W-5 and S-6.) 

 

D 
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Montgomery County Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan 
April 2020 Amendment Transmittal: Water/Sewer Category Map Amendments 

 

• Applicants receiving a denial under this resolution may not apply again until July 7, 2021, unless specifically allowed by DEP. 

• See Attachment B for mapping of approved, conditionally approved, and deferred category change amendments. 

Request [3] WSCCR 19-TRV-10A: Benjamin Gompf & Renee Shuman 

Property Information and Location 
Property Development 

Applicant’s Request 
County Council Action  

• 13546 Travilah Road., Gaithersburg 

• Lot 6, Versailes (acct. no. 02823835) 

• Map tile: WSSC – 218NW12; MD –ER62 

• North side of Travilah Rd., 400 feet West of the 
intersection with Dufief Mill Rd.  

• RE-2 Zone; 2.0 acres 

• Travilah Planning Area 
Potomac Subregion Master Plan (2002) 

• Muddy Branch Watershed (MDE Use I) 

• Existing use: Residence/Child Care Facility 
Proposed use: Expanded childcare use 

Existing – Requested – Service Area Categories 

W-1 W-1 (no change) 

S-6 S-1  
 
T&E Committee Recommendation 

Deny S-1 request; maintain S-6. 

 

 

Water & Sewer Service Area Categories Summary 
 

Category Definition and General Description Category Definition and General Description 

W-1 andS-1 

Properties approved for and generally with existing 
access to community (public) service.  This may 
include properties which have not yet connected to 
existing community service. 

W-5 and S-5 

Properties planned for future public service, but which may 
use private, on-site systems (wells and septic systems) on 
a permanent basis. ▪ Areas where improvements to or 
construction of new community systems are planned for the 
seven- through ten-year period.  

W-3 and S-3 

Properties planned and approved for community 
(public) service, but without existing access to 
public service. ▪ Public service will generally be 
provided within two years as development and requests 
for community service are planned and scheduled. 

W-6 and S-6 

Properties that will use private, on-site systems (wells and 
septic systems), where community (public) service is not 
planned. ▪ Category 6 includes areas that are planned or 
staged for community service beyond the scope of the plan’s 
ten-year planning period, and areas that are not ever expected 
for community service on the basis of adopted plans. 

W-4 and S-4 

Properties planned for future public service, but 
which need to use private, on-site systems (wells 
and septic systems) in the interim. ▪ Areas where 
improvements to or construction of new community 
systems will be programmed for the three- through six-

year period. B 

Note: Although the majority of properties in the county have the same 
water category as sewer category (i.e. W-3 and   S-3, or W-5 and S-5), 
this is not always the case.  The County does not always assign water 
and sewer categories in tandem, due to differences in service policies 
or to actual service availability.  For example, a particular property could 
have service area categories W-1 and S-6. Therefore, it is important to 
know both the water and sewer service area categories for a property. 
Montgomery County does not use categories W-2 and S-2 in its Plan. 

 

 
F:\Levchenko\WSSC\Water and Sewer Plan\Category Changes\20 Package 1\cr-attachment-A-draft-2020-0702.docx 
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County Council Resolution No. 19-_____ (July 7, 2020) – Attachment B: Pg. 1/3 
 

Montgomery County Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan 
April 2020 Amendment Transmittal: Water/Sewer Category Map Amendments 

 

Attachment B presents mapping only for approved, conditionally approved, and deferred category change amendments. 

See Attachment A for the specific language of the Council’s actions and information on water and sewer service area categories. 
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Montgomery County Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan 
April 2020 Amendment Transmittal: Water/Sewer Category Map Amendments 

 

Attachment B presents mapping only for approved, conditionally approved, and deferred category change amendments. 

See Attachment A for the specific language of the Council’s actions and information on water and sewer service area categories. 
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Montgomery County Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan 
April 2020 Amendment Transmittal: Water/Sewer Category Map Amendments 

 

Attachment B presents mapping only for approved, conditionally approved, and deferred category change amendments. 

See Attachment A for the specific language of the Council’s actions and information on water and sewer service area categories. 
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T&E Committee #2 

June 15, 2020 

 

  Worksession 

 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

June 10, 2020 

 

 

TO: Transportation and Environment Committee 

 

FROM: Keith Levchenko, Senior Legislative Analyst 

 

SUBJECT: Worksession:  Amendments to the Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems 

Plan 

 

PURPOSE: To discuss and make recommendations on three category change requests1 

 

 
 

 On April 16, 2020, the County Council received a package of three Water and Sewer Category 

Change requests from the County Executive.  The requests and Executive recommendations are 

summarized above and in the Executive Summary of the Executive Staff Report (see Pages 12-13)  

 

The Planning Board’s review of these category changes occurred on June 4, 2020.  The Council 

held a public hearing on June 9. 

 

 
1 #WaterandSewerPlan and Category Changes 

County Council

# Applicant Request Executive Staff Report Plans/Maps

1
Rubens Josefino, 19-

CLO-02A

Requesting public sewer (S-6 to S-1) 

to serve the existing single family 

home.

Defer action pending further review by 

the applicant of on-site and off-site 

sewer hookup alignments and possible 

changes to the existing conservation 

easement.

Concur with CE
Pages 

15-16
Pages 18-20

2

Buddy O'Keefe 

Family Trust 19-CLO-

03A (Mar Thoma 

Church of Greater 

Washington)

Requesting public water (W-5 to W-

1) and public sewer (S-6 to S-1) to 

replace the existing single family 

home with Private Institutional 

Facility (PIF) (Place of Worship)

Conditionally Approve W-1 and S-1 

limited to a PIF use, pending Planning 

Board approval of a preliminary plan 

which substantially conforms to the 

concept plan accepted by the Council

Concur with CE
Pages 

21-25
Pages 26-31

3

Benjamin Gompf & 

Renee Shumer 19-

TRV-10A

Requesting public sewer (S-6 to S-1) 

for the existing single family home 

and to expand the current child care 

use

Deny S-1. (Maintain S-6) since no 

Water and Sewer Plan policies support 

a sewer extension in this case

Concur with CE
Pages 

32-33
Pages 34-35

*NOTE:  Page numbers refer to the attachment pages of the Council Staff Report

CE Staff Report*

Category Change Requests



 

-2- 

Alan Soukup of the Department of Environmental Protection and Katherine Nelson of the Planning 

Department are expected to attend the Committee worksession. 

 

 

List of Attachments 

    

 Page 

Council Resolution (introduced April 23, 2020) 1-2 

Planning Department Staff Report 3-6 

Public Hearing Notice Letter from Council President Katz 7 

County Executive’s Transmittal Letter (dated April 16, 2020) 8-10 

County Executive Department of Environmental Protection Staff Report 11-44 

• Executive Summary:  Proposed Amendments and Recommendations 12-13 

• Water and Sewer Service Area Categories Table (description of each category)  14 

Ten Year Water and Sewer Plan Excerpts 

• Abutting Mains Policy 36-39 

• Private Institutional Facilities (PIF) Policy 39-42 

• Potomac Subregion Master Plan Peripheral Sewer Policy 43-44 

Public Hearing Testimony/Correspondence 45-53 

   

 

Category Change Process Overview 

 

The County’s Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is responsible for assembling, 

reviewing, and processing these amendments through the Executive for transmittal to the Council. 

 

DEP staff coordinates with numerous departments and agencies and includes comments from 

Planning Department staff, WSSC, and Department of Permitting Services (DPS) staff in its Executive 

Staff Report. 

 

State Approval 

 

All amendments to the County’s Water and Sewer Plan are subject to approval by the Maryland 

Department of the Environment (MDE).  Therefore, amendment approvals by the Council are considered 

preliminary until MDE action. 

 

Planning Board Review 

 

The Planning Board discussed these amendments on June 4, 2020 and concurred with the 

Executive’s recommendations.  The Planning Department staff report is attached on Pages 3-6.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Planning Department Staff also concurred with the Executive’s recommendations. 
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Discussion 

 

 
 

 
 

This request involves a 2.0-acre RE-21 zoned property located on Ednor Road in Cloverly.  The 

applicant is seeking public sewer to serve the existing single-family home. 

 

The property predates a sewer manhole that abuts the northeast portion of the property, so the 

property meets the conditions of the Abutting mains policy.  However, connecting directly to the abutting 

connection would require an on-site alignment crossing the most environmentally sensitive areas of the 

property which are part of a conservation easement.  Possible alternative alignments (potentially on-site 

or off-site) to bring sewer to the property with less environmental impact could be explored. 

 

The Executive recommends deferring approval pending further review of potential on-site 

or off-site alignments and potential changes to the existing conservation easement to allow for a 

more environmentally beneficial alignment.  The Planning Board concurs with the Executive 

recommendation as does Council Staff. 

 
 

 
 

This request involves a 10.93 RE-2 zoned property located on New Hampshire Avenue at the 

intersection with Briggs Chaney Road in the Cloverly Planning Area.  The applicant is seeking public 

water and sewer service to build a house of worship with 350 seats and a parsonage on two parcels.   

 

This property is eligible for public water service under general Water and Sewer Plan policies. 

 

The Water and Sewer Plan’s Private Institutional Facilities (PIF) Policy (see Pages 39-42) provides 

an avenue for consideration by the Council of water and sewer approvals for non-profit institutions in 

areas generally not recommended for water and/or sewer service in the relevant Master Plan.  In this case, 

sewer service needs to be considered under the PIF Policy. 

 

Water and sewer mains along New Hampshire Avenue abut the property so connections will 

satisfy the Private Institutional Facilities (PIF) policy requirement that extensions not open service to 

intervening properties not otherwise eligible for service. 

County Council

# Applicant Request Executive Staff Report Plans/Maps

1
Rubens Josefino, 19-

CLO-02A

Requesting public sewer (S-6 to S-1) 

to serve the existing single family 

home.

Defer action pending further review by 

the applicant of on-site and off-site 

sewer hookup alignments and possible 

changes to the existing conservation 

easement.

Concur with CE
Pages 

15-16
Pages 18-20

*NOTE:  Page numbers refer to the attachment pages of the Council Staff Report

CE Staff Report*

County Council

# Applicant Request Executive Staff Report Plans/Maps

2

Buddy O'Keefe 

Family Trust 19-CLO-

03A (Mar Thoma 

Church of Greater 

Washington)

Requesting public water (W-5 to W-

1) and public sewer (S-6 to S-1) to 

replace the existing single family 

home with Private Institutional 

Facility (PIF) (Place of Worship)

Conditionally Approve W-1 and S-1 

limited to a PIF use, pending Planning 

Board approval of a preliminary plan 

which substantially conforms to the 

concept plan accepted by the Council

Concur with CE
Pages 

21-25
Pages 26-31

*NOTE:  Page numbers refer to the attachment pages of the Council Staff Report

CE Staff Report*
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As part of the Council’s action in October 2018 comprehensively revising the Water and Sewer 

Plan, the Council added a provision in the PIF Policy requiring PIF applicants to submit their concept 

plans to the Development Review Committee (DRC) for comment prior to application for a category 

change request.  This step ensures that proposals are fully vetted by agency staff early and issues addressed 

where possible prior to submission to the Council.  This PIF request went through this process. 

 

In past PIF cases, the Council’s primary concern has been the potential imperviousness of the 

development.  The subject property straddles the Northwest Branch and Upper Paint Branch watersheds.  

The Upper Paint Branch Special Protection Area includes an imperviousness cap of 8 percent per property.  

The Cloverly Master Plan (1997) recommends a maximum imperviousness of 15 percent across the 

Bryants Nursery sub watershed of the Northwest Branch (but with no specific imperviousness limit per 

property).  The applicant’s concept plan (see Page 27) assumes 12.5 percent overall imperviousness with 

7.2 percent in the portion of the property within in the Special Protection area, and 14.4 percent within the 

Bryants Nursery sub watershed in the Northwest Branch watershed.  DEP and Planning Department staff 

concur that this project meets the imperviousness limits for these areas. 

 

At the public hearing on June 9, the Council heard from two speakers in favor of the request.  Ken 

Jones, attorney for the applicant (see written testimony on Page 47-48) concurred with the Planning 

Department’s assessment that the development would be consistent with the Master Plan and the PIF 

Policy requirements.  Dr. Matthew Thomas (a representative of the applicant church, see written testimony 

attached on Pages 49-51) described the church’s history, its need for larger worship space and plans for 

the site. 

 

The Council also heard from another speaker (Kathy Hastings, see Page 46) concerned about the 

cumulative imperviousness impacts of this development (plus prior approvals in the same sub watershed, 

such as the preliminary plan for Jesus House and an Exxon Station and car wash) bringing imperviousness 

in the sub watershed close to the 15 percent maximum recommended n the Master Plan.  However, as 

noted earlier, based on the Planning Department staff’s review, this request is consistent with the Cloverly 

Master Plan’s recommendations. 

 

Executive Staff had previously received correspondence from the Cloverly Civic Association 

opposing the extension of sewer to this area, arguing it is not consistent with the Cloverly Master Plan 

(see Page 45).  However, as cited by the Executive and Planning Department Staff, while the Cloverly 

Master Plan generally recommends against sewer in this area, the Master Plan includes language explicitly 

noting “except to relieve public health problems or to address other specific Comprehensive Water Supply 

and Sewerage Systems Plan policies.”  The PIF Policy is a specific policy and is applicable in this case. 

 

The Executive and Planning Board recommend conditional approval of this request pending 

Planning Board approval of a preliminary plan that substantially conforms to the concept plan included as 

part of this request.  Council Staff concurs. 
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This request involves a 2.0 acre RE-2 zoned property located on Travilah Road just south of Dufief 

Mill Road in Gaithersburg.  The applicant is seeking public sewer service for an existing single-family 

home and expansion of an existing day care use. 

 

The Executive Staff Report notes that WSSC has advised that serving the property would require 

a low-pressure off-site sewer hookup that would need to cross several properties to connect to a gravity 

sewer on Hanson Farm Drive (see map on Page 24 of the Executive Staff Report) 

 

The applicant provided written testimony (attached on Page 52-53) suggesting that based on 

discussions with the developer of the nearby Mount Prospect Farm development, capacity should be 

available in a planned low-pressure main immediately across an intervening property’s pipe-stem 

driveway from the property.  The applicant has asked for additional time from the Council to explore this 

option. 

 

Executive Staff and Planning Department Staff concur that the applicant’s property is outside the 

planned sewer service envelope per the 2002 Potomac Subregion Master Plan.   Also, even under the 

applicant’s suggested shorter connection to the future Mount Prospect Farm low pressure sewer main 

(which WSSC has not affirmed would have sufficient capacity) the sewer extension would have to cut 

across an intervening property which would not be consistent with the Peripheral Sewer Policy (which 

requires eligible properties to abut or confront another property within the planned sewer service envelope, 

see Page 42). 

 

The Executive and Planning Board recommend denial of the request.  Council Staff concurs. 

 

 

 

Attachments 
f:\levchenko\wssc\water and sewer plan\category changes\20 package 1\t&e w&s changes 6 15 2020.docx 

County Council

# Applicant Request Executive Staff Report Plans/Maps

3

Benjamin Gompf & 

Renee Shumer 19-

TRV-10A

Requesting public sewer (S-6 to S-1) 

for the existing single family home 

and to expand the current child care 

use

Deny S-1. (Maintain S-6) since no 

Water and Sewer Plan policies support 

a sewer extension in this case

Concur with CE
Pages 

32-33
Pages 34-35

*NOTE:  Page numbers refer to the attachment pages of the Council Staff Report

CE Staff Report*



Resolution No.:  

Introduced:  

Adopted:  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL 

FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

By:  County Council 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SUBJECT:  Amendments to the Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan 

 

 

Background 

 

1. Section 9-501 et seq. of the Environmental Article of the Maryland Code requires the 

governing body of each County to adopt and submit to the State Department of the 

Environment a comprehensive County Plan, and from time to time amend or revise that 

Plan for the provision of adequate water supply systems and sewerage systems 

throughout the County. 

 

2. Section 9-507 of the Environmental Article of the Maryland Code provides that the 

Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) has 60 days to review a county 

governing body’s action to amend the County's Water and Sewer Plan.  Upon notice to 

the County, MDE may extend that review period for another 45 days, if necessary.  At 

the conclusion of this review, MDE must either approve or reject the Council's action on 

each of these amendments, or the action is confirmed by default.  Any action approved or 

taken by this resolution is not final until that action is approved by MDE or the period for 

final MDE action has expired. 

 

3. In accordance with the State law on December 30, 1969, by Resolution No. 6-2563, the 

County Council adopted a Comprehensive Ten-Year Water Supply and Sewerage 

Systems Plan which was approved by the State Department of the Environment. 

 

4. The County Council has from time to time amended the Plan. 

 

5. On April 16, 2020, the County Council received recommendations from the County 

Executive regarding three Water and Sewer Plan amendments. 

 

6. Recommendations on these amendments were solicited from the Maryland-National 

Capital Park and Planning Commission, Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 

Staff, and affected municipalities. 

 

1



Page 2 Resolution No.:   

 

 

7. A public hearing was held on June 9, 2020 

 

8. The County Council’s Transportation and Environment Committee held a worksession on 

these amendments on June 15, 2020. 

 

 

Action 

 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following actions 

on amendments to the Ten-Year Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan as 

shown in the attachments to this resolution. 

 

 

This is a correct copy of Council action. 

 

 

______________________________ 

Selena Mendy Singleton, Esq. 

Clerk of the Council 
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The Planning Board is required by State law to make a Master Plan consistency determination on each 
Water and Sewer Category Change Request (WSCCR).  Map 1 shows the location of properties 
requesting water and sewer service with an asterisk.   
 
The Planning Board’s recommendations will be transmitted to the County Council for final action.    
Information and maps of zoning, existing and proposed uses and recommendations from other agencies 
are shown in the attached packet from the County Council. (Attachment A) The recommendations made 
by Staff on all applications agree with the County Executive’s recommendations. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Transmit the Planning Board’s recommendations to the County Council.  
 

 

Summary 

 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

MCPB 
Item # 8 
Date: 6-4-20 
 Proposed Category Map Amendments:  Montgomery County Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage 

Systems Plan – Three Water/Sewer Service Category Change Requests – April 2020 County Council Cases 
 

Katherine E. Nelson, Planner Coordinator, Katherine.Nelson@montgomeryplanning.org  (301) 495-4622 

Ben Berbert, Acting Master Planner, Area 3, Benjamin.Berbert@montgomeryplanning.org  (301) 495-4644 

Richard A. Weaver, Chief, Area 3, Richard.Weaver@montgomeryplanning.org  (301) 495-4544  

Description 

Proposed Amendments:  
Montgomery County Comprehensive Water Supply 
and Sewerage Systems Plan – Three Water/Sewer 
Category Change Requests 
  
Referred to the Planning Board for a determination 
of consistency with relevant master and sector 
plans, with recommendations to the County Council 
for final action. 
 
Staff Recommendation: Transmit Recommendations 
to County Council 

 

Completed: 5/27/2020 

 

Map 1 

 

KEN 

BCB 

RAW 
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Water and Sewer Category Change Requests—April 2020 County Council Amendments 
 
WSCCR 19-CLO-02A: Rubens Josefino at 340 Ednor Road 

The subject home and surrounding neighborhood were built using individual wastewater treatment 
(septic) systems.  The applicant wishes to expand the existing house with an addition; however, the 
Department of Permitting Services is doubtful that the house expansion can be properly supported by 
the current septic system.  The Sandy Spring/Ashton Master Plan shows this property outside the sewer 
envelope.  Thus, the owner seeks a category change to use the public sewer system.  The nearest sewer 
infrastructure is on the adjacent church property.  The church property was granted a single sewer 
hookup outside the planned sewer envelope using the Private Institutional Facility (PIF) policy – a policy 
implemented for the benefit of non-profit organizations.  Normally, the policy allows no other 
properties to benefit from PIF extensions to discourage unplanned sprawl of the sewer envelope.  
According to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the extension was built in a way that 
now allows the adjacent homeowner a single hookup under the abutting mains policy.   
 
The most direct connection to the existing home will require disturbance to wetlands and forest that 
have been protected by a Category I conservation easement.  A less impactful connection may also be 
possible but require disturbance on the adjacent property, albeit within a utility corridor. See page 9 of 
Attachment A. 
 
DEP staff have recommended deferral of this case to give the property owner time to work with the 
adjacent property owner and the various agencies on a finalized proposal for a sewer connection that 
includes modifying the existing conservation easement.  Planning staff agree with this recommendation. 
 
County Executive and Planning Staff Recommendation:  Defer action on the request for sewer category 
S-3 to allow the applicant time to work out an alignment for the sewer hookup from WSSC’s service 
connection to the existing house.  Approval for category S-1 can be considered under the Water and 
Sewer Plan’s “abutting mains” policy.   
 
 
WSCCR 19-CLO-03A: Buddy O’Keefe Family Trust and Mar Thoma Church of Greater Washington at 

15400 New Hampshire Avenue 

 

This approximately 11-acre property is in the RE-2 Zone and is in the Cloverly Planning Area. This project 
proposes a house of worship under the Private Institutional Facilities policy. The 1997 Cloverly Master 
Plan includes this area as part of the Residential Wedge. The Plan’s objective for the Suburban 
Communities is to “retain land use and environmental policies that minimize impacts on the upper 
Northwest Branch and upper Paint Branch watersheds and underscore the large-lot character of this 
community as now-vacant properties develop.” (p 22) 
 
The Plan recommends retention of the existing RE-2 zoning throughout the Residential Wedge, including 
this property. In addition, the Plan provides recommendations designed to maintain environmental 
resources in the two watersheds. This property straddles the boundary between the Paint Branch and 
Northwest Branch watersheds. The portion in the upper Paint Branch watershed (about 2.7 acres) is also 
in a Special Protection Area and an environmental overlay zone with an eight percent imperviousness 
limit. The Master Plan proposes a goal of 10 percent to 15 percent imperviousness for the remainder of 
this sub watershed in the greater Northwest Branch watershed. 
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The applicant has previously submitted a Concept Plan to staff for agency review. Agency comments 
have been submitted and are included with this review. Under the current PIF policy, Council review of 
proposed category changes will focus on consistency between the concept plan and the applicant’s 
proposed development plan, and on proposed levels of imperviousness.  See page 16 of Attachment A. 
 
Religious Assembly is a permitted use in the RE-2 Zone, which implies that the use is in keeping with the 
intent of the zone and therefore, with Master Plan objectives for preserving the large lot character of 
the community. The applicant proposes to meet imperviousness goals for the Upper Northwest Branch 
watershed and adhere to the eight percent standard required by the Upper Paint Branch Environmental 
Overlay Zone.  See page 11 of Attachment A. 
 
The Cloverly Civic Association has voiced their objection, not to the church use, but to the extension of 
sewer service to maintain rural character and inhibit dense residential development as recommended in 
the 1997 Cloverly Master Plan.  See Attachment B.   
 
County Executive and Planning staff Recommendation:  Maintain W-5 and S-6, with final approval for 
W-1 and S-1 conditioned on the Planning Board’s approval of a preliminary plan that substantially 
conforms to the concept plan (520190160) considered by the Development Review Committee on June 
25, 2019.  S-1 final approval will be restricted to a PIF use only.   
 
 
WSCCR 19-TRV-10A: Benjamin Gompf and Renee Shuman at 13546 Travilah Road 

The applicants seek a category change for sewer service for the existing home at this location and to 
expand an existing childcare use.  This two-acre property is in the RE-2 Zone and is located in the 
Travilah Planning Area, part of the Potomac Subregion. The 2002 Potomac Subregion Master Plan 
excluded this property, and the others around the intersection of Travilah and Dufief Mill Roads, from 
the plan’s sewer envelope. It should also be noted that immediately adjacent lots in the Mount Prospect 
Farm community were explicitly configured for compatibility with the lower density and larger lots in 
the subject property’s neighborhood and across Travilah Road. In addition, any sewer connection would 
have to cross homeowner’s association land to reach Hanson Farm Drive.  See page 24 of Attachment A. 
 
Land use recommendations for this portion of the Mount Prospect community were made to preserve 
the low density, large lot character of this portion of the Travilah community. Sewer service policy 
discourages service to such areas.  
 
DEP notes that the lot is not directly adjacent to the planned service envelope and does not qualify for 
consideration of public sewer service approval under the Potomac Peripheral Sewer Service Policy 
Therefore no existing service policies support approval of this request.  See the Potomac policy on pages 
31-33 of Attachment A. 
   
Staff Recommendation:  Deny S-1 request; Maintain S-6 
County Executive Recommendation:  Deny S-1 request; Maintain S-6 
 
NEXT STEPS 
 
The Planning Board’s recommendations will be transmitted to the County Council.  A public hearing will 
take place before the full Council on June 9, 2020, followed by a work session at the PHED committee.  
Final action will be taken by the full Council.   
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Attachments: 

A. County Council Notice of Public Hearing and Attached Package. 
B. Testimony from Cloverly Civic Association 
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May 4, 2020 

Casey Anderson, Chair 

Montgomery County Planning Board 

8787 Georgia Avenue 

Silver Spring, MD  20910 

Carla A. Reid, General Manager/CEO 

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 

14501 Sweitzer Lane 

Laurel, MD  20707-5902 

Dear Mr. Anderson and Ms. Reid, 

On April 16, 2020, the County Council received recommendations from the County 

Executive regarding a package of three proposed Water and Sewer Plan amendments.  The 

transmittal letter and Executive Staff report are enclosed. 

State law requires that the County Council formally notify both WSSC and the Maryland-

National Capital Park and Planning Commission at least 30 days in advance of a public hearing 

regarding any revisions or amendments to the County’s Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage 

Systems Plan.  A public hearing date has been scheduled for June 9, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. 

Your staffs have provided comments to Department of Environmental Protection staff, and 

these comments are noted in the Executive Staff report.  Any additional comments you may have 

should be forwarded to the County Council as soon as possible.  The Council expects that the 

Planning Board will provide a formal recommendation to the Council on the amendment request. 

If you have any questions, please contact Keith Levchenko of Council Staff by phone at 

(240) 777-7944 or by e-mail at keith.levchenko@montgomerycountymd.gov.

Sincerely, 

Sidney Katz 

Council President 

c: Robert McCord, Secretary, Maryland Department of Planning 

D. Lee Currey, Director, Water and Science Administration, Maryland Department of the

Environment (MDE)

Nicolai Francis-Lau, Maryland Department of the Environment

Enclosure 
SK:kml

Attachment A
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Honorable Councilmembers: 
 
Following is my testimony in the matter of 19-CLO-03a Buddy O'Keefe Family Trust (for Mar Thoma 
Church of Greater Washington): 
 
The impervious level of 10%-15% in the Cloverly Master Plan is being pushed to the limit. In 
the Montgomery County Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage System Plan (the Plan) you 
received it shows on Page 13 that the Master Plan was not addressed by the Development Review 
Committee. 
 
This testimony fills that blank left by the County.  
 
First, on 4/30/20 an expert witness testified before the Montgomery County Planning Board about a highly 
impervious proposed development, Jesus House. He stated that the Bryant's Nursery Run subwatershed 
is at 14.2% imperviousness per data from the US Geological Survey (Attached). He testifies the  building 
of Jesus House will raise the imperviousness to 14.6%. This percentage does not factor in other new 
development and further development in the pipeline. The Jesus House about 1 mile from Mar Thoma 
and in the same watershed was nevertheless approved at 29% imperviousness.  
 
Thus the lion has eaten his share and subsequent developments will suffer inequity or the Master Plan 
must be violated to provide the same level of imperviousness or even just 15% imperviousness.  
 
While MarThoma is under 15% imperviousness, i.e., 14.4%, adding in new development such as the 
Exxon Gas Station and carwash, plus Jesus House with 29%, what amount of allowable imperviousness 
remains in watershed? I am concerned that your approval of Mar Thoma and other developments may be 
at the brink or over the Master Plan limit. 
 
Finally, in the Plan, page 30 the Council's adopted 10/2/18 (CR 15-396) Community Service for Private 
Institutional Facilities Policy states under II. G.4.d: Further PIF Policy Considerations: 
 
" Limitations on the amount of allowed impervious surfaces for PIF sites, whether universal or 
based on zoning criteria, and subsequent enforcement of approved PIF impervious surface 
limitations."  
 
With all due respect, where was the Council when the Montgomery County Planning Board harmed 
Cloverly and beyond forevermore with approval of a development having 29% imperviousness.   
 
Please help curb this over development and honor the Master Plan aimed at protecting citizens, their 
property and community. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kathleen Hastings, 
Homeowner 
Silver Spring, MD. 
301 989-9553 
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June 3, 2020 

 

 

Mr. Sidney Katz 

Montgomery County Council  

Council Office Building  

100 Maryland Avenue, 5th Floor  

Rockville, MD 20850 

 

Re: Water and Sewer Category Change 

 19-CLO-03A: Buddy O’Keefe Family 

Trust (for Mar Thoma Church of Greater 

Washington) 

 Snowdens Manor Enlarged,  

Parcels P032 & P053 

 

       

 

Dear Mr. President and Councilpersons: 

 

 On behalf of our client, the Mar Thoma Church of Washington (the “Church”), please 

accept the following written testimony in support of the subject water and sewer category 

change request (19-CLO-03A).  MHG is the civil engineer for the Church and we prepared the 

category change application and associated concept plan submitted to MCDEP.  

 

 MHG agrees with the recommendations of the County Executive as described in the 

April 2020 Packet to conditionally approve the category change request, and we request that 

the County Council enter a resolution to conditionally approve the category change request 

consistent with the County Executive’s recommendation.  As you know, the request was 

processed under the provisions of the County’s Water and Sewer Plan’s private institutional 

facilities (“PIF”) policy which required the submission of a Concept Plan to MNCPPC.  Comments 

received from the Concept Plan Development Review Committee meeting on June 21, 2019 are 

included in the Category Change Packet.  These comments were taken into consideration in the 

development of Preliminary Plan application document for the project.   

 

 MHG agrees with the findings of the MNCPPC Planning Department as summarized in 

the Category Change Packet.  The Planning Department states that the proposed Religious 

Assembly use is permitted in the RE-2 zone and the Cloverly Master Plan objectives of 

preserving the large lot character of the community.  The Category Change Packet also 

addresses impervious area impacts to the environment.  The site is tributary to both the Upper 

Paint Branch Special Protection Area to the east and the Northwest Branch watershed to the 

west.  The Upper Paint Branch SPA Overlay Zone limits impervious area to a maximum of 8%.  

Within the Northwest Branch watershed, the 1997 Cloverly Master Plan recommends that the 
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ultimate subwatershed impervious levels should remain in the 10 to 15 percent range and 

individual developments with high site-imperviousness should be discouraged.  To conform to 

the requirements of the Overlay Zone and the recommendations of the Master Plan, a variety of 

site design techniques have been utilized in the development of the Preliminary Plan to limit 

imperious surfaces.  These include limiting the scale of the development as well as the number 

of parking spaces and the removal of existing features such as existing gravel driveways and a 

number of structures.  As a result of these design considerations, the total post-development 

impervious area conforms to the requirements and recommendations for both watersheds.    

 

This amendment request is also within the scope of the 1997 Cloverly Master Plan, 

which recommends the provision of water service in the RE-2 Zone if the amendment is 

supported by the guidance of the Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan; 

and also allows for the provision of sewer service in the RE-2 Zone if the request is intended to 

address another specific policy set forth in the Comprehensive Water and Sewerage Plan. Here, 

the PIF policy provides both the guidance and the specific policy directives requisite for finding 

that this amendment request is appropriate and should be granted. 

 

If approved by the Council, the installation of water and sewer service to the property 

can be provided by connections to the existing water and sewer mains within the New 

Hampshire Avenue right-of-way directly opposite the property frontage.  The June 18, 2019 

Letter of Findings from WSSC confirms that both water and sewer service is available to the 

property without the need for a public extension.       

 

 Thank you for your consideration.   

 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

 

       Kenneth D. Jones, P.E. 
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Mr. Pence Jacob 

Secretary, Church Building Committee 

Mar Thoma Church of Greater Washington 

322 Ethan Allen Avenue 

Takoma Park, MD 20912 

 

Date: June 1, 2020 

 

Mr. Sidney Katz 

Montgomery County Council  

Council Office Building  

100 Maryland Avenue, 5th Floor  

Rockville, MD 20850 

 

 

Re: Water and Sewer Category Change 19-CLO-03A: Buddy O’Keefe Family Trust (for Mar 

Thoma Church of Greater Washington), Snowdens Manor Enlarged, Parcels P032 & P053. 

 

 

Dear Mr. President and Councilpersons: 

 

On behalf of the Mar Thoma Church of Washington (the “Church”), please accept the following 

written testimony in support of the subject water and sewer category change request (19-CLO-

03A).   

 

The Mar Thoma Church of Greater Washington (MTCGW) 

 Is a Christian church community that has been worshipping in Maryland. More information 

about the Mar Thoma Church (the parent church) is given below. 

 From 1981 to 1995 the MTCGW community worshipped in several rented facilities including 

the St. Michael’s and All Angels Episcopal Church on New Hampshire Avenue.  

 Since October 1995, the MTCGW has been worshipping at its own facility located at 322 Ethan 

Allen Avenue, Takoma Park, MD 20912. 

 Most church members are 1st, 2nd, and 3rd generation U.S. immigrants from Kerala, India.  

 Although most of our members are from Kerala, our church’s ethnic makeup is diverse with 

Caucasians, African Americans, Chinese and Pilipino members who have assimilated 

primarily through intercultural marriages.  

 

MTCGW’s Ecumenical and Community Outreach 

 The Mar Thoma Church is a member of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the 

National Council of Churches in USA (NCC-USA)  

 Since 1995, MTCGW has served as an integral part and worthy neighbor of the Takoma Park 

community in Maryland.  

 MTCGW is a participant in the Montgomery County Inter Faith Council meetings and 

activities.  
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 MTCGW is also a member of the Ecumenical Council of Kerala Christians (ECKC) in the 

Washington D.C., Maryland, and Virginia (DMV) areas. ECKC represents 16 churches of 

Kerala origin in the DMV area. 

 

Our Current Need 

 In 1995, when MTCGW first moved to Ethan Allen Avenue the church had about 60 member 

families of whom about 36 (60%) families attended regular church services.  

 In 2020, we have about 125 member families and about 75 (60%) families attend church 

regularly.  

 As the growth has doubled MTCGW is looking to construct a new and modern church facility 

subject to obtaining all pertinent approvals from the Montgomery County officials.  

 

Our Request 

 MTCGW requests the Montgomery County Council and County Officials’ to support its 

endeavor to move from the Takoma Park, MD church facility to a new church facility that is 

to be constructed at the O’Keefe Apple Orchard (O’Keefe property), 15400 New Hampshire 

Ave in Cloverly, MD.  

 MTCGW seeks the Montgomery County Councils and County Officials’ approval the Water 

& Sewer Category Change that would be required for MTCGW to purchase the O’Keefe 

property and construct a new church facility. 

 

Other reasons that strongly support this request:  

 We are a community that has existed in District 2 of Montgomery County since 1995. Our 

church has been worshiping in Takoma Park, Maryland. The proposed move is to Cloverly, 

which is within the same District 2 of Montgomery County, Maryland.  

 Most of our members reside in Montgomery County and many live in the Silver Spring area.  

 The proposed new church development adheres to all County and State requirements. 

 The church will be primarily used for worship on Sundays, and for special events on Saturdays. 

 The rich traditions and history of the Mar Thoma Church will add value and diversity to the 

Montgomery County in Maryland. 

 

About the Mar Thoma Church (the parent church): 

In English the Syriac words “Mar Thoma” stands for Saint Thomas. The Mar Thoma (St. Thomas) 

Church is a Christian church with Eastern traditions. The church traces its origins to the Apostle 

Thomas (one of the twelve disciples of Jesus Christ) who is believed to have visited India in about 

AD 52 and established 7 churches in the western Malabar Coast of India, which is now known as 

the State of Kerala. The faith of the Mar Thoma church is rooted in the Old and New Testaments 

of the Holy Bible and in the Nicene Creed.  

 

Until the beginning of the 20th century, Mar Thoma Christians lived in a few districts in Kerala, 

India. In the 20th-century, Mar Thoma Christians migrated to different parts of the world, 

including North America, Europe, the Middle East, Malaysia, Singapore, South Africa, Australia 

and New Zealand. The Church (Sabha) is led by a Metropolitan along with 10 other bishops, and 

is served by 1166 clergy (active and retired). It has 13 dioceses, including the Diocese of North 

America and Europe, and about 1 million registered members worldwide. It has a democratic 

pattern of administration with a representative assembly, an executive church Council and an 
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Council Members, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony as a Montgomery County 
resident.  We live at 13546 Travilah Road where we also operate a small woman 
owned Day Care Center supporting our community.  We do not have an immediate 
desire to change our sewage system.  We are filing for a sewer category change to 
allow flexibility in the future in the event of a septic system failure to allow 
continuity of an existing business.    
 
In 2015 and 2016 Mr. Hanson informed us of his plans to sell his property for 
development by Toll Brothers.  In late 2016 we attended a Mt Prospect Farm 
community meeting and spoke with the Toll Brothers lead representative Tom 
Mateya.  Plans at that meeting identified a main roadway and septic system running 
right behind our property at 13546 Travilah Rd where we live and operate a small 
woman owned business.  Following the meeting we engaged Mr. Mateya about the 
possibility of connecting to that sewer system.  He indicated a likely ability to do so 
asked us to follow up with separate correspondence.   
 
After 3 emails to Mr. Mateya between NOV 2016 and MAR 2017, he responded that 
he had not forgotten about our request and indicated an intention to remind RCI 
and Toll Brother Engineers of our request.  There was indication of an intention to 
follow up with us, which did not happen.   
 
We subsequently filed for a sewer category change.  We registered to testify at the 
planning board meeting on 4JUN20.  During the meeting the planning board 
indicated that the designed low-pressure sewage system could not handle 
additional any load.  We were present for a virtual meeting, but not allowed an 
opportunity to testify.    
 
We doubt the determination that a newly installed sewer system has zero capacity 
for expansion and are disappointed if any design prevents such expansion when we 
clearly expressed this desire to the builders years ago.  Due to the limited time 
between the boards determination and the county hearing we do not have any 
additional evidence to refute the boards recommendation.  At a minimum we 
request the opportunity to provide an independent engineering evaluation in the 
future to reconsider this determination.   
 
We are certainly not septic experts, but as a citizens of Montgomery County, it is 
extremely disappointing that calm, constructive feedback during community 
development meetings and requests to participate in county planning board 
meetings fell on deaf ears.  As citizens we have had zero opportunity to input to this 
process.  We request direction from the planning board to provide objective quality 
evidence of the capacity of the low pressure sewage system behind our property 
and the projected addition of our property to that system prior to denial of our 
request.   
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Very Respectfully, 
Ben Gompf and Renee Shuman 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY  PLANNING  BOARD 
THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
OFFICE  OF THE  CHAIR 

 

8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910   Phone: 301.495.4605   Fax: 301.495.1320 
  www.montgomeryplanningboard.org   E-Mail: mcp-chair@mncppc.org 

 

 
 

June 17, 2020 
 
 
The Honorable Sidney Katz 
President, Montgomery County Council 
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building 
100 Maryland Avenue 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
 
RE:  Amendment to the Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan:  Sewer 
Category Change Request–April 2020 Amendment Cycle 
 
Dear Mr. Katz: 
 
At its regular meeting of June 4, 2020, the Planning Board reviewed three requests from the 
County Executive for sewer category changes. I am pleased to transmit to the Council the 
Planning Board’s recommendations for these requests.  
 
19-CLO-02A: Rubens Josefino 
Planning Board Recommendation:  Defer action on the request for sewer category S-3 to 
allow the applicant time to work out an alignment for the sewer hookup from WSSC’s 
service connection to the existing house.  Approval for category S-1 can be considered under 
the Water and Sewer Plan’s “abutting mains” policy.   
 
WSCCR 19-CLO-03A: Buddy O’Keefe Family Trust and Mar Thoma Church of Greater 
Washington 
Planning Board Recommendation:  Maintain W-5 and S-6, with final approval for W-1 and S-
1 conditioned on the Planning Board’s approval of a preliminary plan that substantially 
conforms to the concept plan (520190160) considered by the Development Review 
Committee on June 25, 2019.  S-1 final approval will be restricted to a PIF use only.   
 
WSCCR 19-TRV-10A: Benjamin Gompf and Renee Shuman 
Planning Board Recommendation:  Deny Sewer Service since the lot is not directly adjacent 
to the planned service envelope and does not qualify for consideration of public sewer 
service approval under the Potomac Peripheral Sewer Service Policy. 
 



The Honorable Sidney Katz 
June 17, 2020 
Page Two 

The Planning Board review included a presentation from its technical staff and input from 
the Department of Environmental Protection. Following the discussion, the Board 
unanimously voted on the recommendations shown above for each of the requests.  

The Planning Board appreciates the opportunity to review and provide recommendations for 
this request. Should you have further questions, you may contact Katherine Nelson of the 
Area 3 Planning Team at 301 495-4654 or katherine.nelson@montgomeryplanning.org.  

Sincerely, 

Casey Anderson 
Chair 

Enclosure 

cc: Keith Levchenko, Montgomery County Council 
Alan Soukup, Department of Environmental Protection 

mailto:katherine.nelson@montgomeryplanning.org

