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Montgomery 
County Council 

Committee: Directly to Council 
Staff:  Selena Mendy Singleton, Esq., Clerk of the Council 
Purpose: Final action – vote expected 
Keywords: #CouncilAppointments 

AGENDA ITEM #4 
October 20, 2020 

Action 

 
 

SUBJECT 
1)  Resolution to appoint a new member of the Board of Appeals for a term to expire in September 2024. 
2)  Resolution to designate a Chair with compensation at $22,040. 
 

EXPECTED ATTENDEES  
  None. 
 
COUNCIL DECISION POINTS & COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 

None. 
 

DESCRIPTION/ISSUE   
On September 29, 2020, the Council interviewed Mr. John Pentecost, current BOA Chair, and Ms. Laura 
Seminario-Thornton for the BOA.   
 
The Council shall first appoint the new member and shall then designate a Chair from among the 
members of the Board.  The Council determines the length of time a member may serve as Chair.  
Traditionally, the Chair’s term coincides with the member’s term of office.  The Chair serves at the 
pleasure of the Council.    
 
The Council establishes compensation for the Chair.  The compensation received by the previous Chair 
was $22,040; for Boardmembers compensation is $15,595.  Compensation is adjusted annually each 
December to reflect 50 percent of the change in the Washington Area Consumer Price Index.  The 
Council President recommends the salary remain at that level.   
 
By law, no more than three members of the Board shall be from the same political party.  This position 
can be filled by a Democrat, a Republican, a voter who is unaffiliated with a party, or a voter who is a 
member of another party officially recognized by the Board of Elections.  Current members of the Board 
include Chair John Pentecost (Democrat), Katherine Freeman (Democrat), Bruce Goldensohn 
(Republican), Mary Gonzales (Democrat), and Richard Melnick (Unaffiliated).   

 
ROLE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
 
Section 2-108(a) of the Montgomery County Code states that "The Council shall request the County 
Executive to provide within thirty (30) days a recommendation as to qualified applicants prior to any 
appointment.”  

A memorandum was sent to the County Executive requesting his recommendation on the Board of 
Appeals vacancy.  The Executive responded on September 17, 2020 as follows: "Since the members of 
the Board of Appeals are appointed by the Council, I will concur with your selection based on the 
applicant list and information provided." 



 
This report contains:          
 List of applicants   ©1 
 Resumes   ©2-7 
 Draft resolutions for Member and Chair   ©8-10 
 
 
 

Alternative format requests for people with disabilities.  If you need assistance accessing this report 
you may submit alternative format requests to the ADA Compliance Manager. The ADA 
Compliance Manager can also be reached at 240-777-6197 (TTY 240-777-6196) or at 
adacompliance@montgomerycountymd.gov 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.montgomerycountymd.gov%2Fmcgportalapps%2FAccessibilityForm.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Csandra.marin%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C79d44e803a8846df027008d6ad4e4d1b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C0%7C636886950086244453&sdata=AT2lwLz22SWBJ8c92gXfspY8lQVeGCrUbqSPzpYheB0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:adacompliance@montgomerycountymd.gov
















 
Resolution No.:  
Introduced:  
Adopted:  

 
 

COUNTY COUNCIL 
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Lead Sponsor:  County Council 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SUBJECT: Appointment of member to Board of Appeals 
 

Background 
 
1. The Montgomery County Code, Sections 2-108 through 2-116, establishes a County 

Board of Appeals. 
 
2. Mr. John Pentecost (Democrat) was appointed to a partial term on the Board in January 

2013 and has completed one full term.  Mr. Pentecost has also served as Chair from 2017 
until the present time. 

 
3. The County Code requires that membership shall consist of five members with not more 

than three of the five members of the Board from the same political party. 
 
4. Current members of the Board include Chair John Pentecost (Democrat), Katherine 

Freeman (Democrat), Bruce Goldensohn (Republican), Mary Gonzales (Democrat), and 
Richard Melnick (Unaffiliated).   

 
Action 

 
 The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland, approves the following 
resolution: 
 

Appointment of __________ as a member of the Board of Appeals effective 
immediately until September 2024, or until a successor has qualified and been 
appointed.  

 
 
This is a correct copy of Council action. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Selena Mendy Singleton, Esq. 
Clerk of the Council 



 
 

Resolution No.:  
Introduced:  
Adopted:  

 
COUNTY COUNCIL 

FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Lead Sponsor:  County Council 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SUBJECT: Compensation and Appointment - Chair of Board of Appeals 
 
 

Background 
 
1. Section 2-108 of the Montgomery County Code provides that the Council must designate a 

member of the Board as Chair.  That Member serves as Chair at the pleasure of the Council. 
 
2. Section 2-145 of the Montgomery County Code provides that the compensation of the 

members of boards, committees, and commissions may be established by the County 
Council. 

 
3. Resolution No. 16-833 establishes the most recent compensation for the Chair of the Board 

of Appeals; Resolution 9-527A establishes that Members and Chair shall receive an annual 
salary adjustment, beginning on the first Monday in December, which is fifty percent (50%) 
of the change in percentage of the Washington Area Consumer Price Index. 

 
4. Compensation of the current Chair is $22,040. 

 
5. John Pentecost (Democrat) was appointed to the Board for a partial term in January 2013 and 

has completed one full term.  Mr. Pentecost has also served as Chair of the Board from 
September 26, 2017, until the present day. 

 
 

Action 
 
 The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland, approves the following 
resolution: 
 

1. The Chair of the Board of Appeals shall receive compensation of $22,040, with a yearly 
adjustment each December as indicated in Council Resolution No. 9-527A. 

 
2. ______________________________ is hereby appointed to serve as Chair of the Board 

of Appeals effective immediately. 
 
 



 
 

 
This is a correct copy of Council action. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Selena Mendy Singleton, Esq. 
Clerk of the Council 
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